Men and milestones in optics. VI: The rise of infrared spectroscopy in the U.S.A. to World War II.
This survey reviews the rise of ir spectroscopy in the United States from about 1845 to about 1941 in terms of the discoveries and activities of the individuals who contributed importantly to this field. Generally speaking, the emphasis is on molecular, rather than atomic, spectra and on experimentation, rather than theory. The presentation is chronological with respect to the birth dates of the contributors, and a limited amount of biographical material is included for some of them. Some quantitative information about the institutions where ir spectroscopy was carried on, and for the journals in which the results appeared, is appended.